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1.

PROJECT GOALS

Gordon State College’s Composition Consortium was formed in 2011 with the following goals:

e Produce low-/no-cost Composition handbook to replace costly publisher versions
e Improve on current publisher models by generating handbook specific to writing across the
whole of the USG core curriculum:
o Define academic writing and clarify best practices

O O O O O

Address standard Composition | and Il expectations

Address specific strategies for writing in the humanities and fine arts
Address specific strategies for writing in the physical sciences
Address specific strategies for writing in the social sciences

Look forward to writing in a professional context following degree

The Consortium has been at work for three years on this project. We have drafted a comprehensive
outline forthe handbook and generated asignificant percentage of itstext. ALGgrant will allow for
completion and implementation of project.
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STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Problem:
1)
2)

Publisherhandbooks are expensive and overly generalin theirfocus
Students tend to compartmentalize academicskills and fail to transfer those skills
into otherareas of theirwork

Stakeholders:

1)

2)

Impact:

Gordon State College students: AllGSCstudents are required to take ENGL 1101 and
1102 inArea A of core

Gordon State College faculty: Many faculty are concerned regarding students’ lack
of transfer of skills from Composition to their writing dutiesin other classes and
core curriculum areas

Expensive handbooks contribute to high overalltextbook costs; current required
versionis $87.59

Of course, many students do not purchase handbook because of cost. Many more,
despite advice otherwise, sell text back after completion of ENGL 1102

ENGL 1101 ABC rate averages approximately60% per semester

Faculty continue to report sub-standard writing skills in written assignments ranging
from history term papers, to performance observationsin the humanities, and to
labreportsin the physical sciences

Solution: No-cost, GSCspecifichandbook developed by Composition Consortium

1. Approximately 1,625 students peracademicyearenrollin ENGL1101; cumulative
handbook cost savings: $142,333.75

2. Anticipate higher ABCratesforENGL 1101; a 5% improvement would representan
additional 81students passing 1101 on first attempt

3. Anticipate betterretention/progressionin core curriculum courses with handbook
designedtointroduce studentsto exact writing contexts and strategies they will be
facing
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4. Facultyinall academicareas, notjust Compositioninstructors, willbe able to access text
to assiststudentsinwritingfortheircourses

5. Continued maintenance of the Handbook will facilitate ongoing faculty discussion and
collaborationregarding important aspects of writing across the curriculum

TRANSFORMATION ACTION PLAN

A table of contents has been drafted and most of the chapters and subchapters withinithave
been written. Upon completion of the draft, there will be an editing phase, conducted primarily
by the Consortium chair, then an editingand proofreading phase, when the textbook will be
reviewed by a panel of composition specialists who are unaffiliated with Gordon.

Spring semester 2015 will see partial implementation of the Handbook whileworkis completed.
Completed chapters will be available as electronictext via password protected webpage on GSC
server. Fall 2014 English 1101 students have already purchased current handbook; that book
will be declared “Optional” forspring 2015 ENGL 1101 students. Fall 2015 will see full
implementation of Composition Consortium Handbook. All syllabiwillinclude link to electronic
textavailable toall students and faculty loggedinto the GSCserver.

We willimmediately begin assessing effectiveness of new Handbook via the following methods:
e Comparing ABCrates of ENGL 1101 and 1102 to previous semesters
e Comparing DFW rates of ENGL 1101 and 1102 to previous semesters
o Assesssuccessful demonstration of modal composition skills relative to previous
semesters of ENGL 1101

e Assesssuccessful demonstration of research citation skills relative to previous semesters
of ENGL 1102

e Surveycurrentstudentstogauge numberwho have purchased currentrequired
handbook and their patterns of use

e Surveyfuture students regarding patterns of use of electronic Composition Consortium
Handbook

e Assessstudents’ written performance inrequired Area E History courses, comparing to
previous semesterassessments

e Assessstudents’ written performance inrequired Area D Science courses, comparingto
previous semesterassessments

TIMELINE

October — November 2014: Editing and revision of currently completed Handbook material for
spring partial implementation

January 2015: Establishment of website and publication of partial Handbook
May 2015: Completion of all Handbook text materials
Summer 2015: External editing and revision of Handbook

August 2015: Full implementation: Complete Handbook published online, established as
required text for all sections of English Composition | and Il and optimal resource for all core -
curriculum courses
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1.6

PROPOSAL SUBMISSION: ALL PROPOSAL DOCUMENTS, REFERENCES, AND ATTACHMENTS
SHOULD BE SUBMITTED IN A SINGLE EMAIL TO ALG@GATECH.EDU

BUDGET
Wesley Venus: $4,800.00

e 2 course releases at $2,400.00 each
Mark King: $4,800.00

e 2 course releases at $2,400.00 each
External Editing Assistance: $500.00
Travel: $300.00
Total: $10,400.00

SUSTAINABILITY PLAN

The Handbook created by the Composition Consortium is highly sustainable.
Composition courses will utilize the electronic handbook as a required text. All Gordon State
College faculty and students will have access to the handbook website for use as they need.

Continued revision and refinement of the Handbook will occur over time as the Composition
Consortium will continue to monitor its use and effectiveness.

Maintaining the Composition Consortium Handbook will remain a no-cost faculty service project

on behalf of our students.
REFERENCES & ATTACHMENTS

Attachments:
e [Letters of Support from:

o Dr. Margaret Venable, Provost
o Dr. Jeff Knighton, Interim Dean, School of Arts & Sciences

e Handbook Outline Summary

e Handbook Detailed Chapter Outline Example

BY 5:00 PM, EST, SEPTEMBER 8, 2014.

All English
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